Rostaniha 12(1): 93-94 (2011) - Short report

olsS L3, 15— (1F9) AF TF-()IF Lz,

Olpl Glp i e yloe & wos digS S 2o Amsinckia menziesii

Amsinckia menziesii, first report as a weed speciesfrom Iran
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In a study of weed samples submitted for
identification to "IRAN" herbarium, a specimen
collected from barley fields of Alborz province was
encountered, which had the following charactemstic

Annual, up to 60 cm long, 1-stemmed, erect,
hispid. Leaves alternate, sessile, without stipules
lanceolate to linear-lingulata, with stiff hair.
Inflorescence drepanium, without bracts. Pedicel ve
short, up to 1 mm long when the fruit is ripe/ Sepd
mm long and 1 mm broad, with narrowly. lanceolate
dentate. Corolla cylindrical, 9.5 mm long and 6 mm
broad, 5-lobed, 1.57 long, orange-yellow. Stameim 5,
corolla tube. Style simple. Stigma 2-lobed. Nuttar,
glandular, ovate or ovate-rectangular,.2 mm long
(Fig. 1). Taking into account these characteristind
with a reference to Flora of Europe (Tuénal. 1972),
the specimen was determined Assinckia menzesii
(Lehm.) Nelson & J.F. MachrB6raginaceae), which
is the first report of a species from the geAasinckia
for Iran.

Specimen examined:. Alborz province, Hashtgerd,
Dangizak village, Apr. 2011, Minbashi (IRAN 56230).

Amsinckia menziesii is a widespread native
of North America, extending from Alaska and
Western Canada to Southern America and Mexico.
It is a serious agricultural weed (DiTomaso &
Healy 2007, Meadly 1986) and can decrease crop
yield. It is a highly competitive plant and when
transmitted from its natural habitat to other rewip
it becomes highly aggressive and colonizing
(Montalvo et al. 2010). Occurrence of this weed
species have so far been reported from the United
States, Canada, South Africa and Australia (Global
Compendium of Weeds 2011).

The seed and foliage of this species are toxic
to livestock in particular horses and cows
(DiTomaso & Healy 2007).
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Fig. 1.Amsinckia menziessi: A. Habit, B. Inflorescence, C. Corolla, D. Cal§Style, E. Nut.



