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Identification of eleven Coprinus species of Iran
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Fig. 1. C. angulatus: a. habit, b. spores, c. basidium, d. cheilocystidium,
e. pleurocystidia, f. pilocystidium.
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Coprinus brunneofibrillosus Dennis, Kew Bull. 15: 118, 1961 -2
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Fig. 2. C. brunneofibrillosus: a. habit, b. spores, c. basidium, d.cheilocystidium,
e. velar elements.
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Fig. 3. C. cinereus: a. habit, b. spores, c. basidium, d. cheilocystidium,
e. pleurocystidia, f. velar elements.
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Fig. 4. C. ephemeroides: a. habit, b. spores, c. basidium, d. cheilocystidium,
e. velar squamules.
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Fig. 5. C. lagopides: a. habit, b. spores, c. basidium, d. cheilocystidium,
e. velar elements.
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Fig. 6. C. lagopus: a. habit, b. spores, c. basidium, d. cheilocystidium,
e. pleurocystidia, f. velar elements.
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Fig. 7. C. macrocephalus: a. habit, b. spores, c. basidium, d. cheilocystidium,
e. velar elements.
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Fig. 8. C. niveus: a. habit, b. spores, c. basidium, d. cheilocystidium,
e. velar elements.
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Fig. 9. C. patouillardii: a. habit, b. spores, c. basidium, d. cheilocystidium,
e. velar elements.
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Coprinus picaceus (Bull. : Fr.) S. F. Gray, Nat. Arrang. Brit. pl. 1: 634, 1821 -10
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Macro-fungi from different places of Mazandaran and Tehran provinces,
collected since 1982-2000, identified. An account of 16 Coprinus species, namely,
Coprinus picaceus, C. cinereus, C. lagopus, C. lagopides, C. macrocephalus,
C. brunneofibrillosus, C. subimpatiens, C. angulatus, C. niveus, C. ephemeroides,
C. comatus, C. flocculosus, C. scobicola, C. disseminatus, C. plicatilis and
C. patouillardii, were collected around Noor, Babulsar and Tehran and identified.
Nine species, namely, Coprinus lagopus, C. comatus, C. flocculosus, C. scobicola,
C. disseminatus, C. plicatilis, C. picaceus, C. macrocephalus and C. niveus, were
previously recorded from Iran but other 7 species, namely, C. lagopides,
C. macrocephalus, C. brunneofibrillosus, C. subimpatiens, C. angulatus,
C. ephemeroides and C. cinereus are new to Iran along with C. lagopus, C. niveus,

C. picaceus and C. macrocephalus are described and illustrated in detail.
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1. Coprinus angulatus Peck, Twenty-Sixth. Annual Report of the New York
State-Museum 60, 1877 (Fig. 1, a-e)

On rotting paddy straw, Evin, Tehran, 9.8.1992. It has a very distinct spore
morphology. It is of a very rare occurrence as it was collected only once in three

years. This is the first record for Iran.

2. Coprinus brunneofibrillosus Dennis, Kew Bull. 15: 118, 1961 (Fig. 2, a-e)

On rotting paddy straw, Noor city of Mazandaran province, 2.7.1991 and
2.9.1992. This species which belongs to Lanatuli section, is characterized by its
floccose velar squamules formed by brown walled hyphae. It is being recorded from

Iran for the first time.

3. Coprinus cinereus (Schaeff : Fr.) S. F. Gray, Nat. Arrang. Brit. pl. 1:
634, 1821 (Fig. 3, a-f)

On heating up straw and dung heaps, mushroom farms, Karaj.
A cosmopolitan species usually found in mushroom beds. It sometimes has a
pseudorhiza. It is often confused with Coprinus lagopus which never grow on dung
is easily recognized in pure culture when it forms abundant microsclerotia in

14 days old cultures.

4. Coprinus ephemeroides (Bull. : Fr.) Fr. Epicisis: 250, 1838 (Fig. 4, a-e)
On cow dung, Karaj, 19.7.1992. This is the first record for Iran.

5. Coprinus lagopides Kersten in Meddelanden of Societas por Fauna et Flora
Fennica 9: 48, 1854 (Fig. 5, a-e)

On charred wheat straw, Tarbiat Modarres University, Tehran, 6.8.1990 and
6.7.1992. It can be recognized in the field by its conspicuous,greyish, easily
separable floccose-fibrillose scales on the pileus, but is best distinguished by the
relatively small lentiform spores. It was recorded from India by WATLING
& GREGORY (1980).



6. Coprinus lagopus (Fr.) Fr., Epicrisis: 250, 1838 (Fig. 6, a-f)

On decomposing straw heap, mushroom farm, Karaj, 2.2.1991. It is easily
recognized by the coarse white fibrils of veil on cap, and the tendency of the cap to
persist after the gills have deliqusesced. It was previously reported by SABER
(1989) from Iran.

7. Coprinus macrocephalus (Berk.) Berk., Outlines of British Fungologt:
180, 1860 (Fig. 7, a-e)

On decomposing cellulosic material, Tarbiat Modarres University, Tehran,
15.7.1991. It can be easily recognized by the rather coarse veil fibrils and lack of

marked swollen or rooting stem base.and this is the first record from Iran.

8. Coprinus niveus (Pers. : Fr.) Fr., Epicrisis: 246, 1838 (Fig. 8, a-e)

On horse dung, road side, Karaj, 8.9.1990. This species with a very rare
occurrence is characterised by granular veil cells, medium sized fruit bodies and

large spores.

9. Coprinus patouillardii (Quel.) Pat. Tab. Anal. Fung.: 107, 1884 (Fig. 9, a-e)

On old cow dung, on ground among grass, Tarbiat Modarres University
Campus, Tehran, 15.3.1991. This tiny Coprinus is easily recognized by its rather
long and slender stipe. Veil is abundant, wooly floccose, soon disappearing but

persistent on the pileal margin.

10. Coprinus picaceus (Bull. : Fr.) S. F. Gray, Nat. Arrang. Brit. pl. 1: 634,
1821 (Fig. 10, a-e)

On decomposing straw in mushroom farm, Karaj, 3.3.1990. It was seen
growing singly on a heap of discarded decomposed straw. It is a striking fungus due
to its patches of white scales against a dark fuscous background. This is the first

record of its occurrence from Karaj.



11. Coprinus subimpatiens M. Lange & A. H. Smith, Mycologia 45: 772,
1953 (Fig. 11, a-e)
On decomposing paddy straw, Mushroom farm, Karaj, 5.5.1991. It is the first

record from Iran.

To look at the figures, please refer to the Farsi text (pages: 39-56).
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